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Sir: 



Applicant hereby submits the following documents to be filed with the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office: 



1 . Response to Final Office Action Mailed April 23, 2004; and 

2. Postcard. 

Please date stamp and return the enclosed postcard evidencing receipt of these materials. 

The Commissioner is authorized to debit Deposit Account No. 50-1673, Order Number 
069092.0124, for any underpayment of fees which may be due in association with this filing under 
37CRR. §§ L16-1.18. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Date: June 22, 2004 



Howard L. Speight l/^ 
Reg. No. 37,733 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 
910 Louisiana 
Houston, Texas 77002 
Telephone: (713)229-1750 
Facsimile: (713)229-7750 
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Appl. No. 10/017,406 

Reply to Final Office Action of April 23, 2004 
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RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.111 TO 
FINAL OFFICE ACTION MAILED APRIL 23, 2004 



MAIL STOP AF 

Honorable Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
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certificate of mailing via express mail 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.10, 1 hereby certify that I have 

INFORMATION AND A REASONABLE BASIS FOR BELIEF THAT THIS 
correspondence will be DEPOSITED AS EXPRESS MAIL POST 

Office to Addressee with the United States Postal 
Service on the date indicated below, and is addressed 
to: Mail Stop af 
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P.O. box 1450 
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' Date 



Signature 

EXPRESS MAIL LABEL: EV339227953US 
DATE OF MAILING: 06/22/04 



Dear Sir: 



In response to the Final Office Action mailed April 23, 2004, Applicants respectfully 
request reconsideration of the rejections set forth in the Office Action. 



HOU03:976324.1 



-Page 1 of 14- 
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Express Mail Label: EV339227953US 



Appl.No. 10/017,406 

Reply to Final Office Action of April 23, 2004 

The three-month shortened statutory period for reply will be July 23, 2004, therefore, this 
Response is considered timely filed. 

Amendments to the Claims, if any, are reflected in the "Listing of the Claims" which 
begins on page 3 of this Response. 

Remarks begin on page 14 of this Response. 
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